Taynuilt Community Council

Meeting held 8th February 2010

Taynuilt Hall Committee Room

Present: M Sim Interim Convener; D Thomson Deputy Convener; R Bowers Treasurer; D Harrison Interim Secretary; 

Apologies: P Harper, D MacNeill
P. C. D Paterson joined the meeting accompanied by Chief Inspector Glen Bland and Community Sergeant Mike Wood.

Councillors Elaine Robertson and Neil MacKay were present.

Members of the public were present.

The Chairman opened proceedings by welcoming  C.I. Bland to the area.  His colleagues Councillors Robertson and MacKay were also welcomed.

Approval of Minutes: Approval of previous minutes of meeting 7 December 2009 was proposed by Davy Thomson and seconded by Roy Bowers.

1. Matters arising:
2. A case of vandalism at the station which was actioned by Strathclyde Police is now being pursued by the Transport Police.  In an effort to eliminate this problem, Alister MacLennan of First Group has suggested that the boundary fence on either side of the shelter on the far side should be extended to seal off exiting or accessing the station from this point. He will let us know if he can get funding for this alteration. He has concerns about dog fouling within the station area and has asked for our co-operation in identifying the owners who are breaking the law.  

3. Speeding on the A85 through the village.

4. Colin Jack of Transport Scotland to be contacted re illuminating 30mph signs and other speed control measures such as double white lines at the memorial. A copy of the letter will go to Stewart Turner of Argyll & Bute Council. There are concerns also about the continuing water seepage on the road in the area of the old filling station and this matter will be relayed for comment. 

5. Network Rail has been contacted about the lack of lighting in the area between the exit from the platform and the main street in the village. David O’May, Station Portfolio Manager, will investigate and report back if this can be arranged. He was also asked to clear the line in the vicinity of the shelter on the far side of litter and bottles when next doing a “line clearance”.

6. The fence between the MacDonalds and the PO is to be fixed by the owner of the site.

7. Argyll & Bute Council are to be approached with a view to constructing a path between Aldersyde and Achnafearna. Kings of Auchterarder own the piece of land in question.

8. The Achnafearna playpark is not being maintained as the new park is imminent.

9. The new Christmas lights were erected by Ian Potter and as a result the purchase price of the lights of £350 was the only cost.

10. The OAPs Christmas party was a success with 81 attendees out of 153 invitations

11. The recycling site at the hotel is a private arrangement, being a favour to host the site, and therefore cannot be signposted.  There is no other suitable location at present.

12. Following the question of a defibrillator there is one in the Surgery so the matter is now closed.

13. Village amenities:  The hanging baskets and tubs have been removed.  The upkeep of the Nelson’s Monument path was confirmed as being that of the Taynuilt Community Council. 

14. The absence of Priority signs at the Railway Bridge in the village and at Alandon have been the subject of contact with Bill Weston of A & B Council. The signs were recommended for erection at these locations in the Taynuilt Options Study. Following the completion of the pavement project it has become evident that these are necessary. Mr Weston has agreed to have a further look at the locations in question and get back to us with an answer. Discussion of the best method of preventing car parking on the village road at the foot of the Church Brae was inconclusive. Police “No Parking” cones are currently in position when the school pupils are starting and finishing their day. It was thought that permanent double yellow lines may be preferable but this matter will require to be on the agenda at a future meeting of the council. There were concerns also about the build up of parents awaiting the collection of their children at the end of the school day. It is normal for them to congregate at the foot of the church brae and as a result children very often have to leave the pavement to bypass the accumulation of parents. This is a dangerous situation and it was suggested that the meeting place should be relocated to the area outside the church gate. Ross Lilley who was in attendance will report back to the school board and come back to us with a response. 

Treasurer’s report:  Current a/c - £639.80; Windfarm Current a/cs – No1 £8/934.83.  No 2 £0.01; Windfarm Deposit a/cs – D/9442 £18,069.40.  D/9603 £5,000.00.  D/9402 13,001.73.  D/9406 £10,000.

1. Secretary’s report:  

2. Consultation invitations for the Argyll and Bute Council Forestry Strategy and the SNH proposed Golden Eagle SPA were received.  Whilst the Forestry Strategy document would be considered the more important one was the SPA. This proposal has planning issues and if Windfarms were thus prevented then the socio-economic benefits to communities could be foregone.  It was agreed to respond in these terms.

3. ‘Getting the priorities Right’ Survey.  The ‘Taynuilt Options Study’ was submitted in response to the request to participate.

4. Agreement was given to the adjustment of alcohol licences for 2 local businesses.

Planning issues: None to date.  Councillor Robertson explained that there was a hiccup in the system which was being corrected.

1. Policing matters:  

2. C.I. Bland gave a short introduction as to his policing philosophy which would be confirmed once he had been in the area longer.

3. Sergeant Wood informed the meeting that P.C. Paterson is to be replaced by a local policeman.  Until a replacement is appointed Taynuilt matters would be handled by the Connel and Dalmally policemen

4. Speeding through the village remains a concerning issue.  The Muckairn bend still has a high number of incidents.  Measures are still required to try to control excessive speeding and poor driving.  E.g. double white lines on the length at the war memorial should be considered. Trunk road officials do not concur with this view.  C.I. Bland informed the Council that statistics were the main thrust in getting improved facilities.  These will collated by the police with a view to try to get flashing 30mph signs installed similar to those in Lochawe.

5. C.I. Bland was thanked for his presentation and attendance.  The Chairman wished him luck in his new post. 

1. Village matters: A number of miscellaneous items were discussed.

2. The final consultation on the Core Path Network and its influence locally

3. Village car parking but remains inconclusive.

4. P.C. Paterson informed the meeting that there was an upsurge in dog fouling and asked if any sightings could be reported to him.  The abandoned vehicles at the pier have been removed.  He supplied those present with ultra violet invisible markers for identifying valuable articles in the event of a theft.

5. Sergeant Wood commended P.C. Paterson’ service to the village over the past 18 years.

1. Windfarm Trust Grant applications:  

2. A shortened application form had been prepared by DH which was approved for use.  This will now be posted on the website.  

3. Two applications had been received for the April round.

1. Community Engagement

2. 3 Community Councillors will be chosen to represent all local Community Councils.  They will engage with service providers to ensure that infrastructure improvement s will be delivered.

3. The Council was advised by Councillor MacKay to ensure that the new Local Development Plan was examined and recommendations made to Argyll and Bute Council.before 31 March 2010.

Community Website:  The Chairman Suggested that ways of improving the website were considered.  It is a powerful tool and can help local businesses as well as the general community.

Additional members:  4 new members have had there nominations to join Taynuilt Community Council approved as there was not a requirement to hold an election.  They are Cheryl Lyon, Helen MacDonald. Lucy Shearer and Donald MacNeill.

Constitution:  The model constitution and Standing orders were adopted.
1. AOCB

2. A request was made to reinstate the annual one day skip for disposal of large items.  This had been paid for, in the past, by Argyll and Bute Council but there are no funds available.  It was suggested that an application can be made to the Windfarm Trust.

3. Councillor MacKay invited approaches to himself about licensing matters.

4. Parking matters were raised.

Next Meeting

It was agreed the 2nd Monday of every 2nd month from the current date should be allocated for a Community Council meeting.

Due to school holidays the next meeting which will incorporate the AGM would however be Mon 19 April 2010.

Meeting closed at 21.10hr.
