Taynuilt Community Council

Meeting held 19th April 2010

Taynuilt Hall 
Present: M Sim Interim Convener; D Thomson Deputy Convener; R Bowers Treasurer; D Harrison Interim Secretary; Donald MacNeill; Helen MacDonald; Lucy Shearer; Cheryl Lyon.
Councillor Elaine Robertson was present.

Members of the public were present.

Apologies: Peter Harper, Cllr Neil MacKay
Approval of Minutes: Approval of previous minutes of meeting 8 February 2010 was proposed by Davy Thomson and seconded by Roy Bowers.

Matters arising:
1. A reply was received from Colin Jack in respect of 30mph warning signs.  These signs are being trialed in certain areas and once the results are processed he will report back.

2. Speeding on the A85 through the village.

With regard to the consideration for double white lines at the War Memorial section of the A85 the Council has been informed that the section falls short of the DBWL spec as it is in a 30mph limit.  It was decided to dispute this as there are DBWL in Connel

3. Network Rail has been contacted about the lack of lighting in the area between the exit from the platform and the main street in the village. David O’May, Station Portfolio Manager, will investigate is expected to report back by 21st April.

4. The fence between the MacDonalds and the PO is to be re-erected.

5. The access question between Aldersyde and Achnafearna is still being pursued.

6. The replacement of the hanging baskets has been arranged

7. Niall Brown of the Roads Department has informed the Council that there is not the funding available for priority signs due to cutbacks.

8. The condition of the pavements including the Main Street extensions are to be raised with Graham Stone but it would appear that lack of funding continues to be an impediment to improvement.

Queries arising:

Cllr Robertson reported that ownership of the land in question for Aldersyde/Achnafearna had been clarified and Kings of Auchterarder did in fact own it.

Maintenance of the access to Nelson’s Monument was clarified in that the Taynuilt Community Council through the Windfarm Trust would be responsible.

Treasurer’s report:  Current a/c - £1121.92; Windfarm Current a/cs – No1 £5282.52; Windfarm Deposit a/cs – D/9442 £18,069.40.  D/9603 £5,000.00.  D/9402 13,001.73.  D/9406 £10,000; D/812421159-4 - £8000.

Secretary’s report:  

1. Report to the Local Plan Consultation had been completed on-line.

2.  Report for Dr MacNicol’s Community Councils questionnaire had been completed and the £500 was promised.

3. ‘The SNH Golden Eagle SPA consultation was replied to.

Planning issues: No objections were raised against those proposed.

Policing matters:  A new policewoman has been appointed to replace PC Paterson.

Village matters: 

1. The local school is doing a litter pick-up.

2. Dog fouling continues to be a problem.  Cllr. Robertson suggested involving Peter MacLuckie, Dog Warden, to a meeting. It is anticipated that the Youth Club will plant up the Community Garden in front of the Police Station.  It was suggested that perennials should be planted to reduce the annual task.

3. The MacPherson’s plot is to be re-fenced.

4. Japanese Knotweed has appeared at the new Nant Bridge following the associated engineering works.  Cllr. Robertson was going to check if Argyll and Bute Council will take action.

Windfarm Trust Grant applications:  

1. The 3 April applications were approved viz. Oban Cricket Club – &250; East Lorne Outdoor Education Fund - £500; Taynuilt Primary School Eco Committee - £50.

Community Engagement

1. The Secretary responded to the consultation on the Local Development Plan. This was based on the Options Study and represented the information included in the recent Community Councils’ Survey.

2. The Loch Etive ICZM meeting had Taynuilt Community Council representatives present.  There was little to conclude from the meeting.

3. Community Website – Donald and Lucy will co-ordinate web site information, keeping it up to date and improve the information on it.

4. Grab Trust – Caroline Fisher of the Trust contacted the Council concerning shoreline fish farm debris.  It was thought that the fish farmers’ themselves should be responsible for this.  The issue was to be raised at the next ICZM meeting.

AOCB

1. It was requested that the railway loading bay is still potential car parking.  This is to be taken up with Network Rail again.

2. The public toilets have been closed for 4 months.  Cllr. Robertson and the Community Council will pursue this.

3. Bus service is poor as the village has to rely on trunk route services which are often full.  Cllr. Robertson explained that cash shortage limited transport subsidy by Argyll and Bute Council

4. The question of the defibrillator has been passed to Cheryl Lyon for further information. There is one in the surgery, although fears were expressed about what is to happen when the surgery is closed.

5. The question of the skip was raised again and the details are to be researched by Cllr. Robertson.

Next Meeting

The meeting closed at 20.30hr.

It was agreed the 2nd Monday of every 2nd month from the current date should be allocated for a Community Council meeting.  The next meeting will be 14th June at 7.30 with a pre-meeting at 7pm.

