Taynuilt Community Council

Meeting held 14th June 2010
Taynuilt Hall 
Present: M Sim Interim Convener; D Thomson Deputy Convener; R Bowers Treasurer; D Harrison Interim Secretary; Donald MacNeill; Peter Harper; Lucy Shearer; Cheryl Lyon.
Councillor Elaine Robertson was present.

Members of the public were present.

Apologies: Helen MacDonald; Cllr Neil MacKay.
Approval of Minutes: Approval of previous minutes of meeting 19 April 2010 was proposed by Lucy Shearer and seconded by David Thomson subject to the following details being amended: Donald MacNeill did attend the meeting and his name was removed from the “apology” list and added to the “present” list.
Matters arising:
1) A letter has still to be sent to Colin Jack of Transport Scotland disputing the contents of correspondence received from him. It was felt that his comments regarding the use of double white lines in the area of the Hotel were inaccurate. 

2) Network Rail are still seeking funding for an additional light on the exit road from the station to the village. 
3) The Convener reported that he had heard from the Council’s Environmental Health Officer that the complaint which we had raised with him with regard to the piece of land between the “Cottage” and the Post Office was not within his remit. He did however indicate that he had spoken with the owner and he had agreed “to tidy the site and either remove the Heras fencing or make it more attractive than at present”. Any further issues were to be taken up with the Planning Officer Daniel Addis at Lorn House. Mr Addis was contacted and he will arrange to meet at the site with someone from the Community Council within two weeks.  The topic was discussed for some time and the members decided that we were going to request that a traditional wooden fence be erected to replace the fence and hedge which had been removed.

4) The hanging baskets and the tubs will be delivered this weekend (Sat 19 June). The Convener reported that he had requested plants from ABC for the area of land in front of the Police Station. He has been told that due to cutbacks these cannot be provided. However the question of ownership of this area was discussed and it is the C C’s view that this is ABC land and if this is the position then we could ask Callum Black, the ABC Streetscene Manager in Oban to arrange for the area to be cleared in preparation for planting. He is presently checking with his “estates” people and will come back to us when he hears. It was decided that the area should be planted with shrubs or perennials and these were to be ordered as soon as the ground was prepared.
5) We are still awaiting word from ABC regarding the remedial work required on the pavements on the west side of the village. If funding were available the CC would request that the area of pavement where vehicles can presently park be removed and the layout be returned to its original state.

6) Cllr Elaine Robertson reported that ABC would deal with the Japanese Knotweed problem in the area of the Nant Bridge.

7) The Public Toilets in the village have been re-opened. Our thanks to Cllr Robertson for pursuing this matter on our behalf. It was reported that there may be a problem with the supply of cleaning and toiletry items and this matter will have to be taken up with Callum Black, the Streetscene Manager.

8) Bus services to and from Taynuilt were discussed again. Presently the majority of services are going via Taynuilt to other locations and if these buses are full or have seats booked then it is impossible for locals to find a way home. More “local” buses are required and the CC will require to pursue this matter with ABC.
9) Cheryl Lyon reported that the local medical practice owns and has a defibrillator in the Taynuilt Surgery. It’s a semi-automatic model and not suitable for use by lay volunteers – trained or otherwise. Cheryl’s also spoken to the local manager Vicky Moyes of the Scottish Ambulance Service who organise First Responders around the country and it was decided that we would invite her to attend a future meeting so that we would have all the information we require before deciding on what further action we may take as far as one being located in the village is concerned.
10) Cllr Robertson reported that to hire a skip for a Saturday morning would be £160 + VAT. There would be a further charge if an ABC employee had to be in attendance to supervise the suitability of the items being dumped. This amount was not known but either Cllr Robertson or Jane Gillies will come back to us with this information.

Treasurer’s report:  Current a/c - £892.17; Windfarm Current a/cs – No1 £5283.65; Windfarm Deposit a/cs – 
D/81177779-4 £18,069.40; 
D/9402 13,001.73;  
D/81242159-4 £8,000; 
D/81282735-3 £10,240.00;
Secretary’s report: There was nothing to report.
Planning issues: A application for a house in the Kirkton area was discussed. It was decided that at this stage the CC would have no involvement.
Policing matters:  It had been reported that the new policewoman Constable Alison Simpson was now in residence in Taynuilt. It was agreed that a letter of welcome be forwarded to her.
Village matters: 

The local problems which arose as a result of the train derailment on Sun 6 June in the Pass of Brander was discussed. As a result the A85 was closed until Sun 13 June. At the start of the week in question there were practically no bus and certainly no train services to the village. Councillors MacIntyre, Robertson and MacKay of ABC were contacted and they in conjunction with the First Group were able to arrange for a temporary free bus service to be put in place for the remaining part of the week. The CC prepared and posted notices in the area informing the community, BBC Scotland, Radio Highland and Oban FM were informed and it was reported that the number of people who used the service was considerable. The closure had a huge impact on the village and it was decided that at some time soon the Organisations who were involved in managing the incident should get together to discuss the procedures which were put in place.   
Windfarm Trust Grant applications:  

An application for £500 was received from the Taynuilt Pre-School Playgroup. After some discussion the amount was approved.
Community Engagement

Murray reported that he had attended a “Forward Together” conference in Oban on 15 May organised by the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Local Area Community Planning Group, the aims of which are to increase community involvement in community planning. Finding out the views of community members and representatives is crucial to the community planning principle of communities influencing priorities and service delivery. The topics on the day were: Transport, Economic and Community Development, Health and Wellbeing and Oban Town and Rural Development.

The event was very successful and there may be a further conference in the near future.

Loch Etive Integrated Coastal Zone Management Project.
Roy and Murray have been attending meetings throughout the last few months. The aim of project is to create plans with broad community input and support, which will guide local authority planners and regulators on the management of future developments within and about the Loch. The project is being led by Mark Steward, Marine and Coastal Development Manager, Argyll & Bute Council. He can be contacted by email at: mark.steward@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
Community Website.
Lucy Shearer and Donald MacNeill are working on updating the site. The majority of the changes will not be implemented until Autumn / Winter this year.
AOCB

There was no further business
Next Meeting

The meeting closed at 21.30hr.

It was agreed the 2nd Monday of every 2nd month from the current date should be allocated for a Community Council meeting.  The next meeting will be in the Village Hall on Mon 9th August at 7.30pm with a pre-meeting at 7pm.

