Taynuilt Community Council

Meeting held 7th December 2009

Taynuilt Hall Committee Room

Present: M Sim Chairman; D Thomson Deputy Chairmen; R Bowers treasurer; D Harrison Secretary; P Harper.

P. C. D Paterson joined the meeting with apologies from Inspector Julie Edwards which were accepted with disappointment.

Formal apologies: Cllr Elaine Robertson

Members of the public were present.

Approval of Minutes: Approval of previous meeting was proposed by R Bowers and seconded by P Harper.

Treasurer’s report:  Current a/c - £261.22; Windfarm Current a/cs – No1 £11,848.06.  No 2 £0.01; Windfarm Deposit a/cs – D/9442 £18,069.40.  D/9603 £5,000.00.  D/9402 13,001.73.  D/9406 £10,000.

Secretary’s report:  Detail will be discussed in points of agenda.  Only relevant correspondence will be referred to as there are many widely circulated pieces from various authorities which are simply for information.

Policing matters:  Disappointment was expressed that Inspector Edwards did not attend as there were significant policing matters to be discussed.

P C D Paterson on informing the meeting of his retirement in March 2009 indicated that the position at present is, that he is to be replaced by a local policeman.

Speeding through the village remains a concerning issue.  The Muckairn bend still has a high number of incidents.  Measures are still required to try to control excessive speeding and poor driving.  E.g. double white lines on the length at the war memorial should be considered. Trunk road officials do not concur with this view.

The Railway Bridge in the village, the Nant Bridge and the length of road between Donald Kennedy’s house and the junction to Kelly’s pier still have problems with right of priority passage.  Neil Brown the Roads’ Engineer will not take action to solve the problem despite many attempts by the previous Community Council.

Wood lorries on the Kilchrenan road are causing concern particularly at the sharp corner at Heather Cottage.

One child has been charged with vandalism to property in the last month.

Village matters:  Parking in the village is a problem.  However it was thought that this issue had to be pursued with caution as the only immediate option was public use of the station car park.  If this were to be the solution then the Local Authority could double yellow line the village which would give Network Rail the opportunity to charge for parking.  This would have a serious economic effect on local businesses.  For safety of school children it is suggested that double yellow lines be marked at the bottom of the Church Brae to avoid parking at school times.

The lack of lighting on the station access road was raised as an issue.  This has been pursued in the past and is still an ongoing consultation with Network Rail.

Future planning matters are to be more community oriented.  There is continuing dialogue within and between CCs on how this will be delivered.  Several meetings have and will be held to draw up a concordat.  Nicola Debenham is the A & B contact.

Concern was expressed about the poor condition of the fencing between the “Cottage” and the Post Office on the main street and Murray agreed to speak with the owner.

Core pat network:  Discussion considered access of Aldersyde residents through Achnafearna to reduce walking times to the village centre.

Swings and roundabout the have been removed from the Achnafearna play area cannot be replaced for Health and Safety issues as there is no funding to maintain the site.  The proposed new play area will be located behind the Pavilion.  The cost will be in the region of £70k.  Of this the Community Council will contribute £5k with A & B supplying the remainder of the capital.  However it will be up to the local community to maintain the site.  Provision will be made for this from the Windfarm Trust.

The website is well maintained but Brenda Neish, the Web Mistress, has to be informed of any updates via the Community Council.  It was agreed the web site needs more promotion but methods of doing this will be discussed at further meetings.

Windfarm Trust Grant applications:  It was agreed that a simpler application process was needed.  DH said he was preparing such an application form. 

In the likelihood of the windfarm being extended then it was agreed that it was imperative that on the basis of the existing agreement an extension should be granted to Taynuilt Community Council.  This is to prevent such agreements being in favour of A & B Council which is now the normal.

Four grant applications were in place as follows:

Gaelic choir for singing workshop - £300

Primary School PTA for equipment - £400

Mini rugby for equipment - £250

TADDS for equipment - £250.

It was noted that unexpectedly an application by the ‘Old Folks’ Outings’ had not been received.  It was agreed that the application period be extended by 3 weeks.  The 4 applications were approved.

It was also agreed that following a grant approval a report on the implementation of the funding be supplied to the Community Council to ensure that funds were being used for the purposes for which they had been granted.

Strathclyde Fire

The fire service offer free fire safety assessments.

Community Engagement

Community engagement in local and local authority matters is achieving prominence.  There will now be more local consultation on strategic planning matters.  CCs are being asked via a survey to identify strengths and weaknesses of communities by identifying the contribution local groups require from and contribute to community action.  To this end a £500 grant is being offered to participants.  As Taynuilt via the previous Community Council had drawn up the ‘Taynuilt Options Survey’ it was decided that this should be the basis of the Taynuilt Community Council involvement.

Christmas Lights

It was decided to renew the Christmas lights on the tree by Caroline’s garden.  Mr Potter offered his facility to erect them.  Total cost would be in the region of £350.00 + VAT.
OAP Party

The annual party to be held in the Village Hall is scheduled for 9th January.  DH will organise music.  Cathie Reid to provide the committee with detail of food requirement.  Stella to help with eligible persons.

AOCB

1. The location of the recycling centre behind the hotel was raised 2 points.  It was claimed that few knew it was there – a point debated and the question was asked about its relocation.  This had been considered in the past but the hotel seemed to be the only suitable site.  It was suggested that its location should be made public but consultation would have to be held with the Hotel to see under what arrangement they agreed to having it on their property.

2. It was suggested that a defribellator be located in the village.  Peter Harper volunteered to investigate the protocol for this.

3. It was agreed that the hanging baskets need to be taken down and Murray agreed to contact Arthur Piggott on this matter.  Acknowledgement and thanks were made to Irene and Arthur Piggott for supplying plants and siting HBs and Tubs.  Thanks were also acknowledged for the Macdonald family for maintaining the village garden outside the Police Station.

4. Upkeep of the Nelson’s Monument footpath was raised.  A past agreement was for the Community Council to fund the upkeep.  The financial implications could be lightened by possible help from SNH and/or The Employability Team.  This to be investigated as well as the Public Liability question.  The latter should be clarified by Argyll & Bute Council.

Next Meeting

It was agreed the 2nd Monday of every 2nd month from the current date should be allocated for a Community Council meeting.

The next meeting would therefore be 8th February 2010.

Meeting closed at 21.55hr.

