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Supplementary Information

The wider aims of the CERS Application include improved public access on foot from the village centre, to link up with the local path network which is popular with both local people and visitors. The improvement in the village footpath provision, together with the associated footbridge, traffic control and provision for improved parking, is intrinsically linked to improving the access on foot to village amenities such as the Village Hall, the Sports Club (Pavilion, Sports Field and All Weather Pitch), the Golf Course, the Lorn Furnace and Loch Etive, as well as to the two most popular footpaths in the area
A CERS application in 2006 for funding towards improving the footpath network was unfortunately unsuccessful, with one of the main reasons being the lack of formal landowner’s agreement. The two most popular paths; the Airds Bay loop (old coffin route) and the Smokehouse Circuit to Inverawe, have now been submitted to Argyll & Bute Council for consideration as potential Core Paths, under the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.
These two routes link sites of great scenic, historic and environmental significance in and around Taynuilt, but are in need of sensitive upgrading and interpretation. Discussion has taken place with Scottish Natural Heritage to consider the bet way to do this. In addition, the path to Inverawe provides an important link in the Coast to Coast, Oban to St Andrew’s walking route and also, in the future, it is hoped to identify a route to link to the Glen Nant Nature Reserve, thus completing the hierarchy of walking routes in and around the village. 
It is also hoped to commission and install informative interpretation boards in the village and at key waymark points, together with the printing of interpretative promotional leaflets encouraging the use of these walking routes by locals and tourist alike.

Those who currently use the routes have been surveyed on wet and dry days and this has revealed the need for sustainable solutions to encourage long term use. We have worked closely with the local bio-diversity and access officers who agree the need to provide better paths and routes, combined with interpretation and promotion to encourage resident and visitor uptake of this healthy activity. In a local questionnaire survey of residents and school children, 88% of local people replying agreed that there was a need to upgrade these two routes and there was a high level of interest in attending the family biodiversity/geology training days. A high level of car ownership in the village and rapidly increasing developing built environment have led to this increasing demand for better pavement and footpath provision.

The aims of the CERS application for funding towards the improvement of access from the village centre is intrinsically aligned with improvement of access as noted above. 
In addition the improvements will also:-
· Help to increase access to the countryside

· Help to improve health amongst local people and visitors

· Help to encourage understanding and appreciation of the natural and historic environment

